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Salazar was asked to come to Lisbon as financial adviser.
Before doing so he spent the night in prayer. In Lisbon
he soon discovered that nothing could be done unless lie
had a free hand. So he returnee! to his University, only
to be summoned thence, a few days later, with the offer
of practically unlimited powers, financial at iirst, after-
wards practically dictatorial

In 1928 the League of Nations was ready to give Form-
gal a loan, on the usual conditions of foreign control, ft
was rejected: the country trusted Salazar and was ready
to make the necessary sacrifices. Portugal is poor, with
only 8,000,000 inhabitants (and 8,000,000 more in her
Empire) and taxation had to be screwed up. The alterna-
tive, however, would have placed her Empire in pawn to
foreign financiers. Corruption in Government circles was
sternly repressed. The administration was overhauled,
To-day Portugal is independent of any foreign tutelage.
Schools have multiplied. Hundreds of miles oC new roads
have been built. The army and navy have been reorgan-
ized. There is a small but efficient air force. Above all,
the condition of the poor, which was deplorable under
Liberal Democracy, has been, improved out of all recog-
nition. Real wages have increased by some 25 per cent*
It is the old story, which we shall follow through many
versions; and as usual Salazar's success has been pursued
by the envy, hatred and malice of Popular Fronts ami
Communists everywhere, particularly in Spain.

Had the Communist revolution succeeded in Spain,
there is no doubt that the Bolsheviks would have f<wi<mteci
revolution in Portugal, in order that the whole Peninsula
should be under the Red Flag. Indeed, Senor .Largo
Caballero announced that one of the first tasks of Re-
publican Spain, after "the suppression of the rebels,"
would be the formation of a Union of Iberian Socialist
Republics*